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The Picture of Old Woodcutter Michel in A Dog of Flanders: Reading the Picture
that Nello Drew for the Art Competition
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Abstract The British writer Marie Louise de la Ramee, known by her pseudonym Ouida visited Belgium and
encountered with the paintings of Antoine Wiertz, who died in poverty and obscurity while aspiring to be a second
Rubens. She not only wrote the article to introduce Wiertz and his work but also created the hero of 4 Dog of Flanders
based on Wiertz. This research paper focuses on how the picture of Old Michel the woodcutter that Nello drew for the
art competition in 4 Dog of Flanders (1872) is similar in art to one of Wiertz's best paintings, “Battle of the Greeks
and Trojans for the corpse of Patroclus”. Moreover, the research paper attempts to reconstruct its composition and

read the theme of his picture which the author called ‘a poem’.
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the Cross) ——IZE T2 WEE W20 I H L 7=
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Tl ERERRTIZE N,
NEDOTRTEENCET, 70—V 138
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R ARA XV T ORREOEIETZH ORI T,
U4 — LR T, BERGEE TV EN
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(7 4) Ouida, “Antoine Wiertz: A Sketch,” London Society 22
(London: 1872), p.24.
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(#£5) Ouida, “Antoine Wiertz: A Sketch,” London Society 22
(London: 1872), p.26.
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[11  Ouida, 4 Dog of Flanders in Lippincott's Magazine of Popular
Literature and Science. Vol. IX. (J.B.Lippincott and Co., 1872)
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